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CONFIDENTIAL

HDF2RS D P OF TH I
&0A.,UARTLRS lOISr AIRBORNE DIVIS1ON hHV1IL-Jy

APO San Francisco 9638)

,1-DAC i ,y 1968

UBJSCT: Operational Report of 101st Airborne
Division hrtillery for Period Ending
30 ;,pril 1968) RCS CFO;,-65 (Li)

Ccrnranding Generl
]Cot i-irborne Divisicn
1%'iTN : AVXG-CC
;iJO US Forces 96383

1. Section 1, Operations: jignif'cant Activities.

a. Narrative of significant unit activities:

(1) On February 1st, the day following the enemy Tl T offensive
against the Bien Hoa area, Division Artillery began enlarging its co:uuni-
cations capability in preparation for the Division's take over of thu AC
immediately surrounding Bien Hoa Air Base.

(2) XIL subordinate units iyre in their hcrmal d.irect sup. ort mis-
sions, hcwever, the 1st Battalion 321st Artiljcry was Zr t1.x I cf; zupr'-
ing the 2d Brigade which was 6PCUN to the 1st Air Cavalry DlvisJon. 2h:
battalion was initially positioned at LZ l lazo, vicinity of jrii ' 112
159, near 1Ohu gai. The 2d Battalion 320th Artillery was supporting th', it
Brigade in Operation San Angelo at Song Be. Battery A, 2d BattaliQn 1.ID
Artilery was in direct sup:;rt of the 17th Cavalry in Cperatlrn San :.nelc
and was primarily used for base camp defense in that area. Battery ,., 2d
Battalion 11th Artillery was GS-R to Division Forces in the (peration San
Angelo area.

(3) At 1200 hours on 2 February 1968 the 101st Airborne Division
Artillery assumed the mission of coordinating and clearing firys in ,L Union-
town center and north as the Division assumed responsibility for these .s.

B/2/320 Arty displaced from Song Be to Tan Son Nhut AFB to provide sup2ort

GS zIDOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
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for defense of that area. The battery eventually moved to Cat Lai but was
placed in a position that could not completely cover the supported unit
(2/327 Abn Inf). No artillery headquarLers was inimediately available to
this TF for supervision and coordination of artillery available to the TF.

t
(4) The 2d Battalion 319th Artillery continued its mission of Direct

Support to the 3d BrJgade with batteries at FSBs Meene, Nashua, and at
Phuoc Vinh.I

(5) C/2/320 moved to Bien Hoa to replace B Battery on 4 February.
B/2/320 returned to FSB Hotel, northeast of Bien Hoa and C/2/320 moved north
to FSB Concord in order to provide more fire support north of the Dong Nai
River. 2/320 Arty was ilerted for movement to the I CTZ as part of a Brigade
TF. One platoon was detached from A/2/11 at Song Be by II FFV Arty.

(6) The 2/11 Arty (-) was attached to 101st Abn Div Arty on 7 Feb-
ruary and Battery A eventually moved to the Bien Hoa area.

(7) Bien Hoa AB was rocketed at 110005 February 1968 and 180006
February 1968. The counter-rocket program was fired until helicopters were
on station. Again, on 28 February, Bien Hoa and Phuoc Vinh came under heavy
rocket attack. Large secondary explosions were observed as a result of
counter-rocket fire in the Bien Hoa area.

(8) Selected personnel from all Division Artillery units received
five days of FADAC training az 1st Infantry Division Artillery at Phu Loi
from 17-23 February 1968. FADACs were issued to 2/319, 1/321 and HHB Div
Arty on 9 February 1968. In addition, the personnel from all artillery
with the Division received COFRAM orientation from training teams from Ft.
Sill.

(9) Operation Manchester tevndinated on 18 February and the 3d Bde
assumed responsibility for operations in the Song Be area and Uniontown
north.

(10) Phuoc Vinh came under several intense mortar and rocket attacks
during the early part of February with resultant insignificant damage.

(11) For the remainder of February, the 1/321 Artillery supported
2d Brigade operations north of Hue alcorg QL I and eventually moved to LZ
Sally, vicinity of grid YD 639 272.

2

1~ ........__._.. ....._ _._ _



4,/
-AVDG-DAC i10 May 1968

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 101st Airborne Division Artillery for
Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

(12) The 2/320 continued to support the ist Brigade, arriving in

battalion TF incr nents, in the defense of Hue and vicinity. However, due

to lack of aircraft, the Battalion Headquarters of the 2/320 took almost two

weeks to displace and could not assume command and control of the firing

batteries until 1 March. This lack of control presented problems for the

firing batteries, especially in logistics.

(13) The 2d Battalion, 321st Artillery arrived in RVN as the direct

support battalion for the 3d Brigade. 82 Airborne Division. This Brigade is

currently OPCON to the 101st Airborne Division. The artillery battalion

received its orientation training in the Chu Lai area and then road marched

to the Hue - Phu Bai area where they have remained.

(14) Since a shake down period in which the battalion overcame the

normal problems of a new unit, it has performed its mission in an excellent

manner. The firing batteries have been successfully moved by air and road

throughout the AO, providing excellent support to maneuver elements.

(15) One of the most significant artillery actions to date took

place in the AO of B/2/506 Infantry on I March 1968. Five batteries were

coordinated by the Div Arty FDC in response to an attack on night defensive

positions of B/2/506. Illumination and HE was employed from 0400 until day-

light in coordination with forward observer spottings and the TPS-25 radar.

At daylight, 22 KIA(BC) and one PW were found.

(16) On 4 March, Bien Hoa and Phuoc Vinh came under heavy rocket

attack again and an increased number of radar sightings were noted around

FSB Concord and Bien Hoa. On 5 March the TPS-25 radar was credited with

preventing a possible ground attack of FSB Concord. Artillery fire was

placed on locations designated by the radar and subsequently many blood trails

were discovered at daylight the next day. On the same day, the 2/319 Arty

destroyed three sampans, one raft, and 20 bunkers plus one VC KIA (BC).

(17) Pending movement of the Division TAC CP to I CTZ, the Div Arty

FDC relinquished control of fire coordination in AO Uniontown to 2/40 Arty.

COL Pohl, Div Arty Commander, departed for I CTZ on 6 March. On 8 March

HHB (minus personnel other than drivers) and Headquarters and Service Battery

2/11 Artillery left Bien Hoa for a sea embarkation point in Saigon for move-

ment to I CTZ. The remainder of the personnel moved by tactical airlift on

15 March.

(18) The 2/320 Artillery participated in Operation MINGO with 3d

Marine Division Task Force X-Ray from 3-7 Mareh and then swung immediately

3



A VDGD~~C A L, 1968 6
~t~tkCT:operational Report ot 101st Airborne

Division Artillery for Period aiding
30 April 19683, 4hS C ;F0R-65 (1131)

into Qperation J]EB SJMUr 'ith tLhe 13t 4,,r C.v~lr jAv' jr, 41c.h Lhc lat
)zfrticivated in throuL;1, 17 karch 11,1-6.

'19) Thv 1,'322. .rtlilory termiinated their partl pea
2iJVon 10 eaarch an(.- the 2d ?,ri, ie, with thu 11/321 i-.-i1ery,

rcturned to the control of the lC].ot ,-.irborne Xv'.,1 4V~arh~at-Cry
,2U iXti'Llery w-.: attac~hed iLn 4 rjinforcinr r,.;e 1o Y. 41 1

(2'C) T'h 2./3I/2 i.rt illc.ry con UL..d Lo slu-,ort tihc 3di E~r-j L:e _-37
.rbz~rn e ivizion (~~Nto 11 Field* 1'rce, Vie~l ; ' n op)rti.,no tliroug h-

cut tle 73i.1e Eoa, Plhuoc Vin,, :;n 3t area in '.he 1i ::

(211 iUn 11 atrch and 18 L*~rch respectively, the 4 ... ti3er
and 2/32C h'rtillery began auport of !hi r~ S". in L'perat.-1:n
Carenitan.

(2~The Headcuart_ rs clemients of the 1C1ot 1 i,-borne J- iivS 4on ^r~,i1-
1ery - ne, 2/,11 i.rt1wiery arrived Lt the port of dcburkatin (: .:n.1 &fl nd
i.ozor m~tr-,had to Carip 2;arle (YL) t;12 159) on 17 .. rh* ic~ vision ~t1
lIury .:perctijns Centrer was operational on 18 arh

(23'4' At 0400 hours, 18 i. arch an enemiy ground at F&ck ei*ainst F.27.
In.fky, occupied by 31/l/321(-), was repulsed by direct and indirect fire

rejultinZ 'r 3C ::,', K.. The --.ttack was Ibeaten o--; at ar--LLatelY c53Ci,

(24 rrovisiona1 Cor~, Victriwn Artijllery' bezan ;.. -v*.dinzj hea,-,,
In~ral Lu% port artillery to ths Division thr,)u:h the Bt a-.tz.i..n, d£mrt-i'Llery.* This support '%as ZreatJly needed Lndocontinues ob6n nau

:ahle azpst.

(25) Battery B, &/'11 iartillery, wa relea.5ed frc... 'Ile i-J.LriCa1
Z'i..and arrived in the ;j--visOLn AW to provide reinforcinz firez for

ana'.hor direct supp,,ort battalion. Hiowever, -.he ivision, rem, ained ona iaedi-
Un artillery b-!zezy short of t%-he desired requirem~ent for one per 1Bri,:a1e
ai:0 fo.-ca.

(26) The lzot Bri;a-de and D*ivAiz!-.n 3 UP ort ed by U r
Lncd artilery ::;ade a doep pervUzaticn into the ,ungle area~ zo-.th west of ,UC
and e-tabli3hed FS3 Bastogne vicinity oi ;;rid YD) 629 UO9,Z. 'Tho base nowe
containz sufficient artillery to provide direct and reinforcing fires of

4
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every caliber to all maneuver units wi.thin range, an,! lorg range artillery

that can ef.ecively strike Lhe A 'hau Valley. In the e rly staies of its

devCloparOmt the base came under frequent mortar and .J arrs fire.

(27) On 31 P'arch ?rovisional Corps Artillery provided one 105.ca
vo'itzer battery, A/1/4C, for direct support of the .d .. uadron, 17th Cav-

alry. On 16 hpril this unit was replaced by Lattery C, 6/33 Artillery.

7i..ery B, 6/33'.tillery proceeded to Camp Lag1e where it vt ,s employed .s

hase defcn-e art. fIery. On 15 April the Division was also provi,ed a third

mediw.. ho.witzer batLery, Battery C, 6/16 Artillery. hi: unit was attached
to the 2/11 Artillery for control. On 16 April the lot iBrigade began Oper-

ation Delaware with the 2/320 ^rtillery in direct sup.port, B/2/I1 Artillery

in a reinforcing iissi.)n and six tubes of 8" howitzer from the 1183 and 8/4
Artilery in general support.

(28) From the 28th of , pril until the present the 2d Brigade has

surrounded a number of NVA company sized units in cordon operations. irtil-
lery has been used to pound the area around the clock and i.luwi nate the
area at ni-hit to help prevent exfiltration. NOT-.: un 1 riy US Forces entered
the area and found 141 NVA ki led, 95 ?,,s, and 75 weapons captured.

(29) Light, organic BatLeries have fired in excess of 200,000 rounds
while in direct surport during the reported quarter.

(30) Artiilery incidents continue to be a problem area. The :reat-

est proportion of the problems appear to be .poor judgement by forward observ-
ers. The adJustment of close-in fires, particularly wiTh respect to the :un-
tarCot and observer-target line requires continuing training .nd ei;q.hciz.

h. Organizatinal structure: S:e Inclosure 1.

c. The following nu.ibers of unit days were engaged in:

(1) 'raining: 12

(2) Troopmoement: 48

(3) Operations: 204 operLLiunal days out of 270 possible

d. The detachment of major units and their combat support units frrn

the major parent unit and placing them in OPCON of other forces results in

5
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logistca). su;lport proilejas. ic~e &L iiflfl unit is Lvn,.r;LlJy not equiap.;Ld Lu
~rovc ncesaly .i~n~enznct 5u. ort and provide al.Lh dunsit ue;.aTLnJ it...

The ti-ie-distance factor can r.e it. imlpracticz.l for the *arent ijiit tu efiX-c-
tavulfj continue p~roper ;u .port. IlhiS is particularly true when . ri&d
size task force Is %i_)v,2d sovcral hundred i~.le5 from 1,LS "1I-sc c~it ,"1 a:;3iLfed

CkC-I to another tic diu i'tc xs but i1ven d 5epar: :*c -_ ELnd- ext. -ctc. to ccn-
dutfu -I scale oLperab,.!-ns.

(1) dihe ircblum, of a prop~er logistics luzse bcii{, est-..biished t; *ro-
vide i-.mediate su,.pcrt coincidenU-1i _-ith the initiation of cc..tbt oer~ti'ns
i z; n e. Ad is not new. however, thec problem is intcnLified ir. The case of

airbo~rne and/or airmobile units because of the lack Jf crFE-nic n:azor trans-
,rt. The logistics problem. btecoies particul.arly zcu.te when One Liz-borne/
airiuibile i.nit is satcUlibod up~on another.

(2) In the -tiliery, support for fire cantrol instrum~ents, -tnur-
Ltors and the -1ur Jirecti,)n co.nc'utcr 1:-12 was inaoequz~c. To co!Apcnoa~e for
this replacement items Lnd repair parts weie ferried bLck and fcrtky. on schea-
uled courier flights, betwten the "base ca::L:os" and the iLe.1 LreL of oper Aions
s.-ae 4 k jaileS removed. Close liaison with othcr .. rtL..Lery unitfz wcs alsj
beneficial in kecpinf; howitzer batterices operational.

(3) The problems, encountered in the past quar...z when ,A( rti'.ery
an-' 1,1321 .irtila -y movu-d wAth s,:pzorted Bri ;acies flrom iii Iz Wo 1 C- were
ro t really sclveJd until the units iacre rejoincd to LY& Livizsiin an. 1:e logis-

tics baoe system beCan to l"cz:tch up."1

ilecoamiendations.

a. Personnel; Nosne

b. Opetins:

1j) Prov';ing close-in fire from mutually' surportif fire bases.

(a) L4B22A.Tri. prat.Jnal plans :iiut insure continuous
S._;port. .. rapid chza~ (prearrange) inmsin or fi a .. otui.
tc include quick fire channels provide a olution to this probleei -nd .,1

always insure the m&nuever element rapid direct suppyort.

(b) ;.;.LU;LT1uN. DurinZ; the early stages of the develop.ient
of an airhead, -when manuever elements have not pushed out far enouZgh to be

I-
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supported by direct support artillery within the airhead, other fire units
must be immediately available within range to provide required support.
The feasibility of employing the habitually associated firing unit for sup-

port units in the airhead is not always possible.

(c) RECOMMENDATTON. Thdt all artillery fire support plans
for this type operati,.. include the provisions for imnediately available
mutual support.

(2) Integration of the AN/TPS-25 radar, AN/MPQ-4 radar, gun direct-
ion computer M-18, and artillery for base defense.

(a) OBSERVATION. The AN/TPS-25 Ground Surveillance Radar is
ideally suited and extremely effective for static defense of installations
and is even more effective when combined with rapid response artillery/mortar
units, the gurn direction computer and AN/MPQ-4 counter mortar radar.

(b) EVALUATION. During the reporting period, the 101st Aizborne
Division Artillery, in conjunction with other combat and combat support units,

has successfully employed the equipment listed above in defense of several
base camp areas, particularly in the Bien Hoa area. The TPS-25 Ground Sur-
veillance Radar is emplaced at a surveyed grid location as is the MPQ-4
Counter mortar radar. Firing batteries should also be surveyed, but it is

L not absolutely necessary. Current meteorological messages, weapon ballistic
data and other data are stored in the gun direction computer, M-1C. When
the TPS-25 radar locates a target, the azimuth and distance to the target
(from the radar) are introduced into the computer, which, in turn, determines
more accurate target grids and, if desired, comnuteS firing data for the
artillery unit. At the same time, the MPQ.4 radar is oriented on the target
grid and is prepared to adjust the rounds if necessary. The resultant sur-
prise fire is especially effective at night when the enemy feels that he
can move with relative impunity. Although no large body counts have been 4
found, search of areas so attacked have revealed many blood trails, abandoned
equipment, and immediate cessation of movement as detected by the TPS-25
radar. Upward of 20 sightings a night were detected and engaged around the
Bien Hoa complex in the period immediately following the TET offensive.
Even without the gun direction computer M-18 and the MPQ-4 radar,the effect-
iveness of this method of target detection and attack was still hih. Heli-
copter gun ships have also been vectored over targets by the TPS-25 radar
after the target was located. This met with only limited success due to
night navigation problems for the helicopters.

(c) RECOMMENDATION. That provisions be made where feasible
for all base camp facilities subject to ground attack to employ the equip-
ment as described above.

(3) Use cf marking devices for countermortar and nighttime direct
fire. 7
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(a) OBSERVATIONS. The above method has been tested on a number
of occasions during daylight hours and nighttime and has proven both rapid

and eccurate.

(b) EVALUATION. A number of problems have been encountered

in directing accurate countermortar (direct) fire during the hours of dark-
ness. Viet Cong and Main Force elements have been found by this unit to

require direct line cf sight contact with their target to employ accurate

mortar fire. This enables the artillery unit being mortared to return direct

fire. The mortar flashes are usually dim and are difficult to locate in
the howitzer's elbow telescope. This problem wculd be alleviated if a mark-

ing round of some sort could be fired on or about the location of the mortar
battery, and the rest of the artillery pieces could adjust on this marker
instead of the elusive mortar flashes. White phosphorus was initially tried,

but, while brilliant, the round ruined night vision and did not last long

enough for the battery to orient the direcz fire telescopes. After consider-
able testing, the best solution was found to be an illumination round set

on point detonating. The round impacts and the booster charge blows the

illumination elements out onto the ground. The burning elements provide plenty
of light to orient the direct fire sights but not enough to ruin the gunner's

night vision. If the initial round was not on target, corrections "From the
marking round" may be given to the battery in mils. This method insures

rapid and accurate massed fire on the enemy position before he has a chance
to break down his mortar position and make his escape under cover of dark-
ness.

(c) RECOMMENDATION. That the above method be analyzed further

for the possibility of incorporating into standard artillery procedures.

(4) Use of one-man,one-sight system on Ml01AI 105mm during night-

time countermortar and direct fire.

(a) OBSERVATIONS. Through experience in several instances, it

has been determined that the one-man, one-sight system of direct fire is pref-

erable in countermortar and direct fire during the hours of darkness.

(b) EVALUATION. During countermortar and nighttime- direct

fire where tracking a moving target ih not a factor, the one-man, one-sight
system has been found to be accurate and far more rapid than the two-man,

two-sight system. The disadvantages of the two-man system are: (a) the dif-
ficulty of identifying a target to both individuals during the hours of

darkness and (b) the difficulty of coordinating the two men's tube correct-

ions and the leveling of bubbles.

(c) RECOMMENDATION. That the one-man, one-sight system be

used for tracking a moving target during the hours of darkness.

F8
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c. TRAINING:

(1) Indoctrination of forward observers with the inherent dangers
of adjusting close-in artillery/mortar fires.

(a) OBSERVATIONS. Adjustment of close-in artillery/mortar fire
is a dangerous and exacting procedure with which new and inexperienced artil-
lery officers must become completely familiar.

(b) EVALUATION. Forward observers must be trained and made
continually aware of the risks involved in calling for and adjusting close-
in fires. Normally, any shifts made at distances less than 600 meters should
require a simultaneious change tn the observer-target azimuth. Many times,
this is overlooked and can result in friendly casualties. Also, when changing
from shell white phosphorous or HC Smoke to High Explosive, caution m~ust be
exercised by both the Fire Direction Center and the Forward Observer. Differ-
ences of ballistic characteristics between projectiles can result in friendly
casualties. At distances of 600 meters or less from friendly locations,
creeping fire (increments of 50 meters or less) is mandatory. The maneuver
element commanders must also be made aware of the inherent risks involved in
close-in artillery fires. There is also danger involved in attempting to ad-
just by sould in dense jungle when the rounds cannot be seen. Heavy jungle
or large, unseen gulleys which muffle sound can result in a misjudgment of
how close the impacting rounds are.

(c) RECOMMENDATION. That personnel be trained in the proper
procedures and continuously supervised on the job. Maneuver element leaders
must also be made aware of the dangers involved. Emphasis on fire adjust-
ment techniques should be stressed in service schools.

d. INTELLIGENCE: None.

e. LOGISTICS:

(I) Establishment of Forward Support Elements with sufficient capa-
bility to support units of task forces that are detached from parent units
and aze far removed from them.

(a) OBSERVATION. Great care nrist be exercised in planning
for detached task force operations to insure availability of replacement
of repair parts.

(b) EVALUATION. A Brigade Task Force detached for operations
must have sufficient accompanying maintenance and logistic support. To
satellite a force of this size on another unit creates a near insurmount-
able burden on the gaining unit's logistics system. Units so detached must

9
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provide sufficient transportation to allow PLLs tu npany them as well
as some truck transportation for resupply. Airborne artillery units are
vulnerable to resupply problems (particularly Class V) because of a lack of
organic motor transport.

(c) RECOMMENDATION. Although units to whom task forces are
assigned as OPCON assume a certain degree of support responsibility, their
supply system cannot "change gears" fast enough to accomodate large new
demands for repair parts and associated items. Units should plan for this
by establishing a sufficient means of resupply and maintenance.

f. ORGANIZATION: None.

3. Section 3, DA Survey Information: Cover and Deception.

Negative report.

I1 .ncl CH . rI11L
as Colonel, -rtillery

Cozmnd nJI

i.



/ AVDGO-CC lot Ind APJ Welc1Vrkct/113
I ' SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned RCS CSFCR-65 (RI)

tk, HQ, 101st Abn Div, APO US Forces 96383, 20 May 1968

TMU: Channels

TO: ACofS for Force Development, Department of the Army (ACSFOR, Dk)
Washington D.C. 20310

1. Forwarded herewith is the subject report of the 101st Airborne Division

Artillery.

2. Pertinent Coments to Section Ii of Subject Report follow:

a. Paragiaph b(1) page 6: Concur.

b. Paragraph b(2) page 7: Concur. Although the experience factor
is limited on the use of the TPS-25 radar to vector helicopters, it has
been used with limited success. The technique while not now should be
disseminated so that other units are aware of the capability.

c. Paragraph b(3) page 8: Concur.

d. Paragraph b(4) pPge 9: Ctmcur.

e. Paragraph l) page 9: Concur. Recommend that service schools
place increased ea..haniv upon the training of Junior Officers on the
proper procedures o: . cJustment of close-in artillery and mortar fires.

f. Paragraph e(l) page 10: Concur. Forward Supply Elements are

placed in support of each brigade task force. These FSE's are composed of
a supply section, forward support maintenance platoon and a medical company;
they are capable of providing adequate support for & brigade task force. It
has been necessary at times to augment the FSE's because of transportation
availability and distances involved to the next higher support facility.
During the TET offensive this became a problem when the Division's 2d Brigade
deployed to the ICTZ and its supply and maintenance support elements were un-
able to deploy with them, because of air transportation avoilabillity, for 3
weeks. This situation required the let Cay Div (Airmobile) to support the
brigade during that period of time.

FOR THE C0ND:

WILLIAM P. TALLOt, JR.
Colonel, GS
Chief of Staff



CONFIDENTIAL

/ AVII-GCT (10 May 68) 2d Ind LTC Clark/jas/2157
SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 101st Abn Div Arty,

for Period Ending 30 April 68, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI) (U)

DA, HQ, PCV, APO San Francisco 96308 2 5 JUN 1968

10t Commandlng General, United States Army, Vietnan
APO San Francisco 96375

1. (U) The enclosed ORLL, 101st Abn Div Arty, is forwarded in accordance
with USARV Regulation 525-15.

2. (C) Comments on commanders recomendations:

a. Item: Providing close in fire from mutually supporting fire bases,
page 6, para 2b(1). Concur.

b. Item: Integration of the AN/TPS-25 radar, AN/iQ-4 radar, gn
direction computer M-18, and artillery for base defense, page 7, para 2b(2)
and Ist Ind, para 2b. Concur. Integration of cited target acquisition
devices to provide accurately controlled counter firee on an unsuspecting
enemy has been successful. Although this integrated system is in use in
the 3d Marine Division, as well as the 101st Abn Division, the limited
number of AN/TFS-25 radar sets precludes full exploitation of this method.
Additional success has been obtained by integrating automatic weapons and
searchlights with one or more of the defensive measures discussed.

c. Item: Use of ground burst marking devices for countermortar and
night time direct fire, page 8, para 2b(3). Concur. Described method is
feasible to provide a direct fire adjusting point.

d. Item: Use of one-man, one-sight system on the MIOIAI 105mm for
countermortar and direct fire during hours of darkness, page 8, pars 2b(4).
Concur.

e. Item: Indoctrination of forward observers with inherent danger of
adjusting close-in artillery/mortar fires, page 9, pars 2c(1), let Id para
2c. Concur. The following action has been taker, to emphasize inherent
dangers of adjusting close-in fires:

(1) Detailed precautionary instructions will be incorporated into
PCV Tactical SOP.

(2) A safety letter is being prepared for dissemination to all ar-
tillery units.

CONFIDENTIAL
,OWWKAMG AT 3 YEAR U YALS;

DECLASSMID AFTER 12 YEARS

DOD DR 520.10



CONFIDENTIAL

AVII-OCT (0 May 68) 2d Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report-Lessons Learned, 101st Abn Div Arty,
for Period Ending 30 April 68, RCS CoDR-65 (RI) (U)

f. Itent Establishnent of forward support elements with sufficient
capabilitieo to suport task force units that are detached from parent units,
pape 10, para 2o(1), and lot Ind, para 2f. Concur.

FOR THE QONMANDER:

R .L. NURDIN

. MAJ, AGC

fAsat AG

C

t
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVHGG-i 3T (10 May 68) 3d Ind (C) CP Arkold/resq.BN 4485

SUBJECT: Operational Report of 101st Airborne Division Artillery for
Period Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (P1)

LADYUARTERS, US ARMY VIETNAM, APO San Francieco 96375 5 Jt 15

TO: Commander in Chief, United States ArzW, Pacific, ATTI: -(POr-TT,
APO 96>58

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Oerational Fenort-V.essons
Learned for the ouerterly neriod ending 30 Aril 1968 from Yeadquartes,
101st Airborne Division Artillery.

2. (C) Comments follow.

a. Reference item concerning integration of the AXT/TPS-25 radar,
AN/MPO-4 radar, M-18, and artillery for base camn defense, pape 7, nars-
graph 2b(2); 1st Indorsement, paragraph 2a; and 2d Indorsement, parapranh
2b: Concur. However, these assets are best used in sunnort of combat
operations rather than in a defensive made. The US Air does not have
sufficient assets to support the defensive renuiremewt as stated.

b. Reference item concerning marking devices, Dape 8, parapraph 2b(3);
and 2d Indorsement, paragraph 2c: Concur.

FOR THE COMMANDER-

C. S. NAEA7''SEIKASA
Captain. ACC

Copies furnished: AsUm \jiefnt Geiu
HQ, 101st Abn Div Arty
HQ, PCV

CONFIDENTIAL



GPOP-DT (10 Hay 68) 4th Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 101st Abn Div Arty for Period

Ending 30 April 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 12 JUL 19 8

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
ments ar~d concurs in the report as indorsed.

FOR THE CCH MANDER IN CHIEF:

C-eL SHMY
CPT, AC
Asat AG

15
I ___________________



/Incosure 1 (organ5.za Lion) to Oper~tioia2 Rleport of 101st h.irborme Division
i rtillery for Period Ending 30 April 1968, 'ZCS C-iuaL-65 (rtl)

1. 'DivibLn. Artill-ry L~i or.-anized under the TOZ-s listed as follows:

a. Lcadquarters and Headquarters Battery, Division w.Li~c'y 6--201G.

b. "wo .ield -rtilluy Battalions (jhirborne/hLirmoLile); !'%Z- 6-71,51,
z r... fu:Lher orarni~e i s follows:

1 1cadL--.;xtcor3, hiead~ua:tzas and Lervice Battery; 6-?-61',

C. ?r 2 Bc5a .- ion, 3Z..th ..rtiiiery' reziaans or~anized iz £cllo-,-:

(13 Eeadqu rLer's, headquar ers and -ervice Battery; AX'- 6-Z16F.

(2) Three Firing T7atteries; '2U 6-217-r.

(3) T.he tia-ec Firing, Latteries, with a small audaentaticn of e,.juip-
.ntare jr--ni2zea int~o fcur, five tube firing butteries.

d. Une of' the r 6-7'-5;' b:;Aaliuns, thv- 2d Battalion, 1,19th .. rtillery,
~satta-ched to '.he 3d 3riLade, Li1st hirborne Division, which v-s iaade utdCUlN

to J1 Field Farce on 6 &;arch 1968.

'e. Battery D, 2d Batalion, 320th itilery (erovisional) aupports the
3. '5C6 -.bn Inf which is U?CA,. -.o I Field Force Vietnam.

15l%!ua battery, ~3teyC, 2d liowiLv.cr Battalion, 11th j.rtilltry- -wf.s
* -- ched to 1st 3Dattalicn, 321st ikrtillery in the I C .LZ until its pi-rent

tattaIio-n arrived in the CE.

".lie 2d iiowitzer 9attalion, 11th .rtilltry, w~z att.cfed to the Q'visicn
on~ 7 4' rch 'however no -writ-ten order or i.,ess&Lv. to this effec~t ha's ever been
rec.z!vcd. This un iit is org '.nized under TO.) 6-425-:: nd is further organized
a ~ s folio-.I

a. Headquarters and hieadquarters Bat~~ery; TV.L 6-426--'.

b. Three Firing Batteries; fur; 6-427E.

c. Service B~attery; TOE 6-429..

4



Inclosure 1 (Organization) to Operational Report of 101st Kirborne bivision
Artillery for Period idlng 30 April 1*8, RCS CZCR-65 (Rl

4, BaLtery C, 6th Howitzer Battalion 16th hrtillery was more or less "Liven"
to the lOlst Division Arti-lery (as the third mediu battery desired) t,
Provisional Corps Artillery. For purposes of control 101st Division Jrtil-
lory attached the battery- to the 2d Battalion, llth ,,rtillery. ho.ever no
definite mission was asigned this unit, in writing, by any htadquarters.
This battery is organized under TOZ 6-427.

5. BatLery A, 1st lio.jitzer Battalion, 4uth Artillery was used to support
the Ist Battalion 321st rtiilery from 31 i, arch thru 16 pril IlL. 'fjis

unit filled a requiremLent of diract suijiort to the 2d 'econnaisance 1-qu-_d-
ton, 17th Ctavalry. It is organiz, d under " O , -T:; 6-467C.

6. 'he d Battalion, 31st ertiller is in direct ujort of the d Briiade,
SZd .. irborne )ivisior.. The -3d BriLade is QFCOVI o 1Clst irb.rne Division.

The 2/ 31st is organized under TC. 6-705T mJ fmrher organized as follows:

a. headquarters, headquirters and Servicu Batterj; TiL 6-7061.

b. T7hree Firing Batteries; TO; 6-707T.

I
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